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WELLINGTON  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Statistics  for  the  Year  1937. 

Area  (in  Acres)  .  2,186 

Estimate  of  Resident  Population,  mid-year  1937  .  6,619 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  according  to  the  Rate  Books  on 

December  31st,  1937  .  2,088 

Rateable  Value — December  31st,  1937  .  ^^36,123 


Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate,  31st  March,  1937  /140  12  6 


Extracts  from  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Total . 

M. 

F. 

’  Legitimate  79 

41 

38 

j  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000 

Live  Births 

>-of  the  estimated  resi- 

Illegitimate  3 

3 

1  dent  population  .... 

12.38 

82 

44 

38 

)  Rate  per  1 ,000  total 

Stillbirths  .... 

.  6 

3 

3  \  (live  and  still)  births 

68.18 

1 

Death  Rate  per  1 ,000 

Deaths  . 

.  113 

60 

53 

“  of  the  estimated 

J 

Resident  population 

17.07 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar- 
General’s  vShort  List)  : —  Rate  per  1 ,000 

Deaths.  Total  Births . 

No.  29 — Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil  — 

No.  30 — Other  Puerperal  Causes  Nil  — 

Total  .  Nil  — 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age : — Total  Infant  Deaths  5 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  .  60.09 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births  ....  .50.63 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births  333.3 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  15 

, ,  Measles  (all  ages)  .  — 

, ,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  — 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  .  — 

Infant  Mortality  during  1937. 

There  were  Five  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age.  One 
died  4  days  after  birth  owing  to  Congenital  Heart  Disease,  and  four 
died  on  account  of  prematurity,  living  from  9  hours  to  tw’o  days 
after  birth. 


4 


The  rates  for  the  Area  may  be  compared  with  the  rates  for  England 
and  Wales  in  the  following  Table:  the  local  crude  death  rate  has 
been  multiplied  by  the  factor  0.75  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General 
to  make  this  rate  strictly  comparable  with  that  of  England  and  Wales. 


Eng.  and  Wellington 

Wales 

U.  D. 

I/ive  Birth  rate  per  1,000  population . 

14.9 

12.38 

Still  Birth  rate  ,,  ,,  . 

0.60 

0.90 

Death  Rate  , ,  , ,  . 

12.4 

12.80 

Infant  Mortality  rate  per  1 ,000  Live  Births  .... 

58.0 

60.09 

Maternal  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  Live  Births:- 

(a)  Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

0.97' 

) 

(b)  Other  Causes . 

2.26 

\ 

Nil 

Total  .... 

3.23 

) 

Causes  of  Death  during  1937 

Cause  of  Death . 

M . 

F. 

Total . 

All  Causes  . 

60 

53 

113 

Influenza . . 

1 

2 

3 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  . 

— 

I 

1 

Cancer . 

8 

7 

15 

Diabetes . 

2 

1 

3 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  . 

5 

3 

8 

Heart  Disease  . 

12 

14 

26 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  . 

4 

4 

8 

Bronchitis  . 

3 

5 

8 

Pneumonia  . (all  forms)  . 

4 

4 

Other  Respiratory  Disease  . 

1 

1 

Peptic  Llcer  . 

o 

2 

4 

Cirrhosis  of  Inver  . 

1 

1 

Other  Liver  Disease  . 

1 

1 

Other  Digestive  Disease  . 

3 

1 

4 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  . 

4 

4 

Congenital  Debility:  Premature  Birth,  etc. 

3 

2 

5 

Senility  . 

6 

6 

Suicide  . 

1 

1 

Other  Violence  . 

3 

2 

5 

Other  Defined  Disease  . 

3 

2 

5 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

The  Hospitals,  Clinics,  Treatment  Centres,  etc.,  available  for 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Area,  were  fully  described  in  the  Report  for 
1930.  No  changes  have  occurred  since  then.  The  Maternity  Home 
gains  in  popularity:  130  babies  were  born  there  from  the  admission.^ 
of  128  mothers,  the  number  of  admi.ssions  being  double  the  number 
admitted  when  the  Home  was  opened  in  1924.  The  Wellington  and 
District  Tuberculosis  Care  Committee  continue  in  the  good  work 


of  assisting  necessitous  Tuberculous  cases:  19  such  cases  were 
materially  assisted  during  the  year,  4  being  fresh  cases  and  15  carried 
forward  from  previous  years.  The  assistance  given  is  usually  in  the 
form  of  milk  and  or  eggs  and  butter. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  Suppey. — The  Public  Water  Supply  is  regularly  sampled 
and  reported  on  by  the  County  Analyst.  It  consistently  remains  at 
the  same  bacteriological  standard  of  purity  as  in  previous  years  and 
it  has  not  been  necessary  to  submit  it  to  chlorination  or  other  process 
to  keep  it  at  this  standard.  As  to  quantity,  this  is  ample.  With 
water  of  ample  quantity  and  excellent  quality,  it  is  surprising  that 
there  were  still  140  houses  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  which  were 
not  connected  to  the  main  supply  and  supplied  from  61  wells.  These 
well  waters  are  being  analysed  and  up  to  the  present,  out  of  28 
analysed,  20  were  reported  as  being  unfit  for  drinking.  Acting  on 
these  results,  it  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
22  of  the  140  houses  had  been  connected  to  the  town’s  piped  supply. 

During  the  year  the  scheme  mentioned  in  the  Report  for  1936 
for  laying  a  water  main  to  Farthings  Pitts,  to  supply  20  houses  which 
were  being  supplied  from  5  unsatisfactory  wells,  was  completed  to 
18  houses  (two  of  the  houses  being  in  a  confirmed  Clearance  Area) . 
The  total  length  of  main  laid  for  this  purpose  was  1,550  feet. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  Council’s  reconstructed  Sewage 
Disposal  Works,  described  in  the  Report  for  1935  and  completed  in 
1936,  is  working  satisfactorily  and  the  final  effluent  is  suitable  for 
discharge  into  the  River  Tone.  There  still  remains  the  difficulty  of 
drying  ofi  the  sludge,  as  the  sludge  beds  drain  with  difficulty  owing 
to  the  lowness  of  the  land  used  for  this  purpose. 

The  number  of  houses  not  connected  to  the  sewer  remains  at 
71 ,  viz. ;  45  at  Westford  and  Dower  Westford,  8  at  Payton  and  18  at 
Farthings  Pitts.  With  regard  to  the  latter,  the  Council  considered 
schemes  to  carry  the  sewer  there,  or  to  construct  a  small  sewage 
disposal  plant,  but  both  involved  a  great  deal  of  expense  which  was 
thought  not  to  be  justified.  The  land  attached  to  these  houses  was 
not  sufficient  for  the  proj^er  disposal  of  excreta  from  pail  closets, 
but  this  difficulty  has  been  met  by  the  owner  of  an  adjoining  field 
allowing  the  pail  closet  contents  to  be  dug  into  it. 

Public  Cleansing. — The  collection  of  Household  Refuse  is 
undertaken  by  the  Council  by  contract,  and  the  refuse  is  incinerated 
in  a  Ileenan  &  Froudes  incinerator.  The  Council  purchased,  during 
the  year,  a  Bedford  dual  purpose  motor  vehicle  for  the  collection 
of  refuse. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. — The  following  Tabular 
Statement  is  furnished  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Hill,  under  Article  27  (18)  of 
the  Sanitary  Officers  Regulations,  1935. 
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Nature  and  Number  of  Inspections  during  the  year: — 


Dwelling-houses  .  143 

Slaughter-houses  .  163 

Premises  where  P'ood  is  sold  or  prepared  .  17 

Bakehouses  .  12 

Disinfections  for  Infectious  Diseases  .  13 

Factories  and  Workshops  .  21 

Number  of  Notices  served  during  the  year : — 

Informal  Notices  .  61 

Statutory  Notices .  14 

Results  of  Notices  served: — 

Total  Notices  complied  with  .  66 

Notices  standing  over  at  the  end  of  1937  .  9 

Conditions  Remedied : — 

Defective  Drainage  .  39 

Structural  Repairs  executed  .  7 

Defective  Sanitary  Fittings  .  7! 

Cleansing  and  Disinfection  of  Premises  .  19 

Dampness  Abated  38 

Provision  of  New  Water  Closets  .  23 

IMiscellaneous  .  25 


Shops. — Under  the  provisions  of  Sec.  13  (3)  of  the  Shops  Act, 
1934,  relating  to  ventilation  and  temperature  of  shops  and  to  sanitary 
conveniences,  47  shops  have  been  inspected  during  the  year  and 
4  notices  were  served  requesting  additional  sanitary  conveniences 
and  the  repair  of  existing  sanitary  accommodation. 

Smoke  AuATEMiixT. — No  action  has  been  found  nece.ssary  to 
be  taken  under  Sect.  101  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Poops. — There  is  one  privately  owned 
Swimming  Bath  open  to  the  public  in  the  area.  Under  powers 
available  by  Sects.  92,  259  and  287  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
2  samples  of  water  from  the  Swimming  Bath  were  taken  and  sub¬ 
mitted  to  analysis  at  the  County  Laboratory.  One  sample  was 
entirely  satisfactory  and  the  other  nearly  so,  indicating  that  a  small 
increase  in  the  dose  of  chlorine  was  desirable  and  this  was  carried 
out. 


SCHOOps. — The  sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  of  Schools 
in  the  area  are  satisfactory.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  visits 
the  Schools  and  inspects  the  scholars  and  excludes  those  who  have 
been  in  contact  with  such  Infectious  Diseases  as  Scarlet  I'cver  and 
Diphtheria.  He  is  notified  by  the  School  Teachers  of  all  cases  of 
Infectious  Diseases  occurring  in  their  Schools  and  thus  there  is 
complete  co-operation  for  preventing  the  spread  of  Infectious  Disease. 
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HOUSING. 

The  particulars  given  below  are  in  the  form  required  annually 
by  the  Minister  of  Health. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year : — 

(1)  By  Local  Authority — 

With  State  Assistance  (a)  Rehousing  under  Housing 

Act,  1936  .  36 

(6)  Overcrowding .  — 

(c)  Other  .  — 

Without  State  Assistance  .  — 

(2)  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons — 

(a)  With  State  assistance  ....  — 


(b)  Without  State  assistance  21 

I .  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  Dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

Housing  defects  funder  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  . ^ .  253 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  287 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 

1925  . ^ .  83 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  73 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  .  Ill 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  .  143 

II .  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices  : 

Number  of  defective  Dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  .  66 


III.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 


notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  14 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  .  14 

(5)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ....  — 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts : 

(U  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied .  — 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  Owners  .  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  — 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  revSpect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  — 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursu¬ 

ance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  — 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  Tenements  or  Underground 

Rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  .  — 

(2)  Number  of  separate  Tenements  or  Underground 

Rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  Tenement  or  Room  having  been 
rendered  fit  .  — 

IV.  Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV. — Overcrowding: — 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  Dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 


the  year  .  19 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  29 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .  137 


(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year —  . 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 


the  year  .  10 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  .  30 


(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  Dwelling-houses  have 

again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Ivocal  Authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  — 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 

conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  .  — 

The  position  as  regards  the  number  of  Dwelling-houses  built 
by  the  Council  is  as  follows: — 14  were  built  under  the  Act  of  1919; 
170  under  the  Act  of  1924;  36  under  the  Act  of  1936;  and  44  are  in 
course  of  erection  under  the  same  Act  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  under 
review . 
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Housing  Act,  1936. — During  1937,  the  inspection  of  the  District 
continued  for  the  purposes  of  Slum  Clearance  under  Part  III  Sect. 
25  of  the  Act.  As  a  result,  the  Council  made,  during  December, 
Clearance  Orders  in  respect  of  23  Areas  involving  110  Dwelling- 
houses  with  a  population  of  309.  These  Areas  had  not  been  the 
subject  of  the  usual  Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  A  list  of  these  areas  is  as  follows: — 


Population . 

Lucas  Court  No.  2 .  3  houses  8 

Buckwell  No.  2  .  7  do.  20 

Buckwell  No.  3  .  5  do.  15 

Buckwell  No.  4  .  7  do.  22 

Hope  Terrace  .  16  do.  36 

Scott’s  Lane  No.  3  .  2  do.  5 

Pyles  Thorne .  2  do.  7 

Bowermaii’s  I^ane  No.  1  4  do.  16 

Bowerman's  Lane  No.  2  .  4  do.  12 

Three  Cups  Yard  &  Springfield  Place  6  do.  16 

Bowerman’s  Lane  and  Mantle  Street  5  do.  16 

Martin’s  Buildings  .  6  do.  19 

Gas  Street  No.  2 .  3  do.  4 

North  Street  .  4  do.  7 

Thorne’s  Court .  3  do.  7 

Rock  Cottages,  Winsbeer  .  3  do.  9 

Payton  Cottages  .  2  do.  4 

Rockwell  Green  No.  8  .  2  do.  6 

Rockwell  Green  No.  9  .  9  do.  33 

Rockwell  Green  No.  10 .  6  do.  II 

Rockwell  Green  No.  11  .  2  do.  7 

Rockwell  Green  No.  12  .  4  do.  16 

Rockwell  Green  No.  13  5  do.  13 


Totals  110  303 


The  work  directed  to  Slum  Clearance,  since  its  commencement, 
may  be  {summarised  to  date,  thus: — 


No.  of 

No.  of 
Houses  in 

Population 
in  the 

A  teas . 

the  Areas . 

A  re  as . 

Clearance  Orders  made  by  the  Council 

55 

272 

767 

Clearance  Orders  confirmed  after  Inquiry 
by  the  Minister  of  Health 

31 

158 

446 

The  Council  are  negotiating  for  further  sites  for  re-housing  the 
displaced  population  at  Longforth  and  at  Rockwell  Green.  The 
demolition  of  Houses  by  the  0^^ners  in  Confirmed  Clearance  Areas, 
commenced  during  the  year;  14  houses  were  demolished,  these  being: 
— Tottle’s  Court  3,  Cottage  Court  5,  Red  Lion  Court  1  and  Scott’s 
Lane  (No.  2  Area)  5. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Mii.k  Supply. — The  UvSual  routine  work  with  regard  to  safe¬ 
guarding  the  Milk  Supply  has  been  carried  out.  This  includes  the 
inspection  of  farms  and  dairies,  the  takings  of  samples  of  milk  for 
bacterial  content  and  for  tubercle  bacilli,  the  administration  of  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  and  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Order,  1936.  No  legal  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 

22  samples  of  Milk  have  been  taken,  for  bacteriological  examin¬ 
ation  by  the  County  Analyst,  as  follows: — 


Designation . 

No .  of 
Samples 
taken  . 

No.  found 
Satisfactory . 

No.  found 
Unsatisfactory 

Tuberculin  Tested  . 

8 

4 

4 

Pasteurised  . 

10 

10 

— 

Accredited  . 

1 

1 

— 

Examined  for  Tubercle  Bacilli 

3 

3 

— 

Totals  .... 

22 

18 

4 

The  following  I/icen,ces  are  in  force  in  the  District ; — 

Dicences:  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  1 
Pasteurised  Milk  2 

the  above  being  produced  in  the  District.  In  addition  the  Docal 
Authority  have  issued  the  following  Supplementary  Licences  for 
Milk  vended  in  the  District  but  not  produced  therein: — 

Supplementary  Licences:  Pasteurised  Milk  1 

Accredited  Milk  1 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  1 

Under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1925,  no  cows  were  slaughtered. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926: — The  Registers  which  have  to  be 
kept  under  this  Order  supply  the  following  information : — 


No.  of  Producers  on  the  Register  .  25 

No.  of  Distributors  divided  as  follows: — 

Distributors  only .  1-t 

Distributors  who  are  also  Producers .  11 


Mi'AT  and  OThp:r  Pt)OD.S. — The  usual 
INIeat  and  of  Slaughter-houses  were  carried 


routine  inspections  of 
out  under  the  Public 


Health  (Meat  Regulation.s)  1924-1935.  No  legal  action  was  necessary 
to  be  taken  during  the  year.  There  are  Seven  Registered  and  Two 
Licensed  Slaughter-houses  in  the  district.  163  visits  were  made 
to  them.  The  non-observance  of  the  Regulations  was  found  on 
minor  matters  and  notices  complied  with.  There  is  no  Meat 
Marking  Scheme  under  Part  III  of  the  Regulations  of  1924,  in  force 
in  the  district.  The  following  Table  shows  the  carcases  iu'^pected 
and  condemned  in  the  form  required  by  the  Minister  of  Health: — 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 
excluding 
Cows . 

Cows . 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs . 

Number  killed  (if  known) . 

Number  Inspected  . 

73 

27 

24 

97 

102 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis . 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber¬ 
culosis  . 

■ 

- 

■ 

■ 

___ 

19 

6 

— 

13 

22 

26.02 

22.2 

13.4 

21.56 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
in  spected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

16 

8 

— 

— 

31 

23.28 

29.62 

34.31 

The  Chemical  an,d  Bacteriological  Examiiration  of  Food  under 
suspicion  can  be  carried  out  at  the  County  laboratory.  One  sample 
of  pressed  beef  was  sent  for  examination  for  Salinonella  group  of 
organisms  and  was  negative.  Some  Pasteurised  Milk  as  siipj^lied 
to  school  children  under  the  County  Scheme,  and  produced  outside 
district,  was  also  sent  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination 
on  account  of  an  outbreak  of  vomiting  amongst  the  children,  four 
hours  after  they  had  drunk  it,  and  wdth  the  exception  of  one  child 
there  was  no  enteritis.  It  was  found  that  the  milk  had  been  properly 
Pasteurised  as  shown  by  the  Phosphatase  test ,  but  that  there  was  an 
unsatisfactory  B  .Coli  count  and  the  indication  was  that  there  had 
been  post  pasteurisation  contamination.  This  milk  suppl}'  was 
stopped  for  a  week  and  the  information  pa.ssed  on  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  the  appropriate  Local  Authority  for  investigation 
and  action. 

Bakehouse.s. — There  are  Four  Bakehouses  in  the  district;  12 
inspections  were  made  to  them  and  no  infringement  of  the  Regula¬ 
tions  was  found. 
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1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector . 


Premises . 

(1) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Occupiers 
Prosecuted . 
(4) 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

4 

— 

— 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

10 

4 

— 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers'  premises) 

7 

2 

Total  . 

21 

6 

— 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects. 


Number  of 


Particulars . 

(1) 

Found. 

(2) 

Remedied . 

(3) 

1 

i 

1 

Referred 
,  to  H  .M . 
Inspector . 

(4) 

*Nuisances  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts: 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Want  of  ventilation 
Overcrowding  .... 

Want  of  drainage  of 
floors  .... 

4 

4 

Other  nuisances 

Sanitary  accommodation 
Insufficient,  unsuitable, 
or  defective,  not  separ- 

2 

2 

ate  for  sexes  .... 
Offences  under  the 
Factory  &  Workshop 
Acts :  Illegal  occupa¬ 
tion  of  underground 
bakehouse  (S.  101) 

Other  offences  .... 
(E.xchuliug  offences  relating 
to  outwork  and  offences 
under  the  Sections  mention¬ 
ed  in  the  Schedule  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  (Fac¬ 
tories  &  Workshops  Trans¬ 
fer  of  Powers)  Order,  I9i’l). 

3 

3 

Total  . 

0 

0 

— 

oflences  in 
respect  of 
which 

Prosecutions 

were 

instituted. 

(5) 


*  Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  .‘1,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  lUOl,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  during 
the  yeir  was  20,  not  including  Tuberculosis.  The  Table  below 
specifies  their  age  distribution  and  the  number  of  cases  admitted 
to  Isolation  Hospital .  Six  of  the  nine  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred 
amongst  children  of  school  age ;  5  of  these  at  one  school  was  a  dorm¬ 
itory  infection  of  unknown  origin.  The  single  case  at  the  other 
school  was  probably  contracted  from  a  child  on  return  to  school  after 
an  operation  for  enucleation  of  tonsils,  and  who  had  a  nasal  discharge, 
a  swab  of  which  was  examined  and  found  to  contaiu  Haemolytic 
Streptococci.  After  the  exclusion  of  this  child  no  further  cases 
occurred.  The  single  case  of  Diphtheria  was  definitely  traced  to  a 
source  outside  the  district. 


Notifiable  Diseases 

Ages  and  No 

.  of  Cases  Notified. 

No. 

A  dm . 
to  Hos¬ 
pital  . 

At 

All 

Ages 

0-1 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-65 

65 
up  1 

Scarlet  Fever . 

9 

— 

1 

5 

2 

1 

- 

--  - 

8 

Diphtheria . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

• — 

— 

1 

Erysipelas  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia . 

6 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

2 

— 

— 

Totals . 

20 

— 

1 

5 

3 

7 

4 

— 

9 

As  the  district  is  one  of  the  constituent  authorities  forming  the 
Taunton  and  District  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  Board,  summary  of 
the  cases  treated  therein  and  the  Annual  Report  are  attached  to  the 
end  of  this  Report.  From  this  it  will  be  noted  that,  owing  to  building 
operations  at  the  Hospital,  accommodation  was  limited,  and  one 
case  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  the  case  of  Diphtheria  had  to  be  accommo¬ 
dated  at  Shepton  Mallet  Isolation  Hospital . 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

Particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  of  deaths  from  the 
disease  in  the  Area  during  1937  are  given  in  the  following  Table  in 
the  form  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


New  C.4SES. 

Deaths . 

1 

Respiratory . 

Non- 

Respiratory . 

Respiratory . 

Non- 

Respiratory . 

Age  Periods. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 —  1 

1—  5  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—15  . 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

15—25  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

25—35  . 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—45  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—55  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55 — 65  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  &  upwards  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Totals  . 

3 

2 

— 

_ 

— 

2 

_ 

— 

The  Tuberculosis  Register  shows  that  at  the  end  of  the  year 
there  were  residing  in  the  district,  83  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
and  9  cases  of  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

No  action  had  to  be  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberciilosis)  Regulations,  1925,  relating  to  persons^  suffering 
from  Pulmonarv  Tuberculosis  employed  in  the  Milk  Trade,  or 
under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  relating  to  the 
compulsory  removal  to  Hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 


Prevention  of  Blindness. 

The  T/Ocal  Authority  have  no  special  arrangement  of  their  own, 
tinder  Section  176  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for  assisting  in 
the  prevention  and  treatment  of  Blindness.  Cases  of  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  are  promptly  notified  to  the  applicable  department  of 
the  County  Council,  and  obtain  early  treatment  and.  if  necessary, 
in  Hospita'. 


TAUNTON  &  DISTRICT  JOINT  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 


Annuai,  Report  of  the  Medicae  Superintendent  for  1937. 

A  detailed  summary  of  the  cases  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital 
during  1937  is  appended.  This  does  not  represent  the  Board’s  total 
responsibility,  for  owing  to  building  operations  during  the  year,  a 
number  of  patients  had  to  be  evacuated  and  by  special  arrangement 
a  number  admitted  from  the  Board’s  area  to  Shepton  Mallet  Isolation 
Hospital.  The  transfer  of  3  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  4  cases  of 
Diphtheria  took  place  on  April  22nd  and  from  that  date  to  November 
15th  the  number  of  admissions  to  Shepton  Mallet  Isolation  Hospital 
from  the  Board’s  area  was  31,  the  cases  being  Scarlet  Fever  15, 
Diphtheria  14,  Enteric  Fever  1,  and  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  1, 
making  a  total  of  38  cases  treated  there  and  representing  1595  patient 
days.  In  addition,  3  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  representing  63  patient 
days,  also  from  the  Board’s  area,  were  admitted  to  Axbridge  Isolation 
Hospital  owing  to  lack  of  accommodation  at  Shepton  Mallet.  The 
Board’s  arrangement  worked  very  smoothly  with  the  Hospital 
Authorities  concerned  and  it  was  fortunate  that  the  Board’s  new 
Motor  Ambulance  made  the  transport  of  patients  comfortable  and 
without  incident  over  such  a  large  mileage  to  the  Hospitals  and  on 
discharge,  back  to  the  patients’  homes.  The  Board  were  able  to 
loan  some  of  the  nurses  for  duty  at  Shepton  Mallet. 

The  extensions  to  the  Hospital  and  administration  block  had 
not  been  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year.  The  scheme  when  com¬ 
plete  will  provide  for  an  extension  to  No.  1  Pavilion  for  eight  beds, 
a  cubicle  block  of  10  cubicles  and  conterminous  with  it,  a  block  of 
3  beds  for  Puerperal  Pyrexia  cases  at  the  North  end,  and  an  operation 
theatre  with  sterilising  room  at  the  south  end.  Another  block  of 
new  buildings  consists  of  an  up-to-date  Laundry,  Boiler-house,  Steam 
Disinfector,  Mortuary  and  Garage.  A  Porter’s  Lodge  has  been 
built  and  large  extensions  made  to  the  Administration  Block,  con¬ 
sisting  of  17  single  bedrooms,  4  bathrooms,  nurses’  dining  room  and 
sitting  room,  common  room  for  the  domestic  staff  and  new  domestic 
offices.  The  old  domestic  offices  have  been  converted  into  an 
administration  office  and  Dispensary.  A  large  amount  of  work  is 
also  being  done  to  renovate  the  old  portions  of  the  Hospital  and  in 
making  good  roads  and  paths. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  out  of  the  91  admissions,  i.e., 
57  to  Taunton  Isolation  Hospital,  31  to  Shepton  Mallet  and  3  to 
Axbridge  Isolation  Hospitals,  there  were  no  deaths. 

The  Matron  and  her  staff  have,  as  usual,  carried  out  their  duties 
most  efficiently  and  it  was  entirely  due  to  the  organising  ability  of 
the  Matron,  through  whom  admissions  to  other  Hospitals  had  to  be 
arranged,  that  this  work  was  done  with  the  least  amount  of  trouble 
to  all  concerned. 
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1  Totals  .... 

Taunton  M.B . 

Taunton  R.D. 

Wellington  U.D. 

Wellington  R.D. 

Dulverton  R  .D . 

Bridgwater 

(South)  R.D. 

Other  Authorities 

Constituent 
and  Other 
Authorities . 

II  1  1  1 

In  Hospital, 

1st  January,  1937 

Oi 

1  1 

CO  1  1  CO  ^  <1  --I 

Admitted. 

CO 

1  1  ^ 
tO)  1  1  ^  Oi  4- 

Discharged. 

1 

II  1  1  1  1  1 

Died. 

a> 

h- ^ 

CO  1  1  CO  -1  00  o 

Total  treated. 

K) 

O 

CO 

Oi 

to  1  1  1— 1  to  H-  CO 

1  1  CO  to  l-o  -J 

to  ^  Oi  to 

Total  Patient 
Days. 

to 

H--  1  1  to  CO  to  Oi 

Remaining  in 
Hospital , 

31st  Dec.,  1937. 

to 

1  1  1  to  ^ 

Scarlet 
Fever . 

Analysis  of  Diseases  Admitted7]| 

to 

to 

CO  1  1  —  1  CO 

Diphtheria. 

It  1  1  i  to  Ox 

Tonsillitis 

Negative 

Diphtheria 

t— * 

II  1  1  Ul 

Enteric 
Fever . 

CO 

c 

S 

2 

> 

JO 

< 


o 

p 

CO 

m 

CO 


1 

a 

&) 


a 

a 


a 
3 

a  — 

a>  3 

a 

r* 
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mX  <0 

OD 
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DISTRICT  JOINT  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 


